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Mother, 
the folk who live up in the clouds 
call out to me ...



“Come! 
We play from the time we wake 
till the day ends.
We play with the golden dawn 
and the silver moon.”

I ask, 
“But how am I to get up to you?”



They answer, 
“Come to the edge of the earth, 
lift up your hands to the sky, 
and you will be taken up 
into the clouds.”



“My Mother is waiting for me at home.”
I say, “How can I leave her and come?”
Then they smile and float away.



But I know 
a nicer game than that, Mother.
I shall be the cloud and
you the moon.

I shall cover you 
with both my hands, 
and our house-top 
will be the blue sky.



The folk who live in the waves 
call out to me ...
“Join in! 
We sing from morning till night; 
on and on we travel and 
know not where we go.”



I ask, 
“But how am I to join you?”



They tell me, 
“Come to the edge of the shore 
and stand with your eyes tight shut, 

and you will be carried 
out upon the waves.”



I say, 
“My Mother always wants me at home 
in the evening.

How can I leave her and go?”

They smile, dance 
and pass by.



I will be the waves 
and you will be a strange shore.
I shall roll on and on 
and on
and break upon your lap 
with laughter.

But I know 
a better game than that.



And no one 
in the world will know 
where we both are! 
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Rabindranath Tagore, lovingly called Gurudev, was born on May 7, 1861 in Calcutta. His father Debendranath Tagore was a Sanskrit 
scholar. Gurudev’s early education was imparted at home. In school, while others used to learn their lessons, he would slip into the more 
exciting world of dreams. He wrote his first poem when he was seven. At the age of seventeen, his first book of poems, was published. His 
writings, with their magic and lyricism, stir deep emotions and make one marvel at the ease of words and the flow with which he weaves 
them together. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913 for his collection of well-known poems Gitanjali. 

Sunaina Coelho studied animation at the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad, and now lives in Mumbai where she does animation 
for Television. When she is not drawing, she is mostly sleeping, dreaming, cooking or sitting by the seaside, wishing the sea were clean 
enough to swim in.

Katha is a globally recognised non-profit organization (www.katha.org) that has been working in the literacy to literature 
continuum since 1988. Our nearly 30 years of experience is in publishing and education for children in poverty. 
“An educational jewel in India’s crown.”  — Naoyuki Shinohara, Deputy Managing Director, IMF

“Katha stands as an exemplar for all the creative projects around the world that grapple with ordinary and dramatic 
misery in cities.”    — Charles Landry, The Art of City Making 

“Katha has a real soft corner for kids. Which is why it … create[s] such gorgeous picture books for children.”     — Time Out

“Katha’s work is driven by the idea that children can bring change to their communities that is sustainable and real, just 
as the children do in [their books.]”  — Papertigers

Our Mission: Every child reading well and for fun!
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These books are specially 

made with love and care by 
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They are part of our 
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Take your child from 
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with 1200 words. 

Stories and poems from 
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Read with your children. 
Colour their world with 

imagination.

I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into 
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children 
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks 

from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogyTM - a unique 
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and 

takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!  
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions 

leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers. 
To know more, write to us at 300m@katha.org
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