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TADAA!

Think

A famous writer once said, “If you only read the
books that everyone else is reading, you can only

think what everyone else is thinking.” Is he right?

Ask

Did you learn something difterent from the
25 word-poem written by Avvaiyar? What is

special about Avvaiyar’s Big Idea?

Discuss
If there 1s one thing you could
do to make our dear Earth

happy, what would it be?

Act

Trees are Mother Earth’s children. She
looks after us through her green children.
Can you look after a tree and say

“Thank You!” to Ma Bhumi?

Achieve

This is one more poem by Avvaiyar:
If on our old earth

There is one kind child,

Because of her
HEAD TO THE
NEXT PAGE FOR
SOME REALLY
Can you be that kind child who ' EASY WAYS TO

brings everyone rain? v BE KIND!

Everyone will receive rain.




Using good

| can be Kind by fil:ithaeizy T e manners

" Encouraging

. my friends . / Sharing !
| - and taking

/ Listening
g | turns
.when others'

¢ Caring about !
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READ!
UNDERSTAND!
DISCUSS!

LONG LONG AGO .
About 2,500 years ago, the Whole of South India
was called Tamilakam.

* Tamilakam was ruled by great, wise kings.

* The kings loved dance, music, poetry and the fine
arts.

* They invited many poets to come together and

share their songs and poems.
WHEN 400 POETS SANG .
Historians say that there were three Sangams

* These Sangams are also known as the great
gatherings of poets.

e There were around 400 poets who wrote Tamil
poetry during the Sangam Age.

*  Many poets were invited by the kings for advice.



THERE WAS A POET CALLED AVVAIYAR

Avvaiyar was a very wise, old woman.
* She was a poet.
* She advised many kings and ordinary people, who listened to her.
* Some say Avvaiyar lived 2300 years ago.

* Many stories say that Avvaiyar walked barefoot from village to village across South
India.

* She stayed with farmers and their families.

* She created songs that brought joy to everyone.
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WHERE IS GOD?

Avvaiyar was resting in an old temple. Her feet pointed towards the statue of Lord Shiva.

Goddess Parvathi got angry. She scolded Avvaiyar, “How can you be so disrespectful!”
Avvaiyar was quiet. She then said, “I am sorry, Ma. Please tell me where God is not
present. I will point my feet there.”

Goddess Parvathi smiled. She said, “You are right. God is everywhere!”

Source: National Geographic, JSTOR Wikipedia



Geeta Dharmarajan belongs to Tanjavur, a district of Tamil Nadu. A writer for children, she started Katha in
1988. She has received many awards, including the Padma Shri for her work in literature and education.

Murali Nagapuzha grew up in a village called Nagapuzha in Kerala. As a child he loved the green all around
his home, it is no wonder that Murali's works have plenty of green in them.
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Katha is a globally recognised non-profit organization (www.katha.org) that has been working in the literacy to literature

continuum since 1988. Our nearly 30 years of experience is in publishing and education for children in poverty.

“An educational jewel in India’s crown.” — Naoyuki Shinohara, Deputy Managing Director, IMF
“Katha stands as an exemplar for all the creative projects around the world that grapple with ordinary and dramatic

misery in cities.” — Charles Landry, The Art of City Making
“Katha has a real soft corner for kids. Which is why it ... create(s] such gorgeous picture books for children.” — Time Out

“Katha's work is driven by the idea that children can bring change to their communities that is sustainable and real, just
as the children do in [their books.]” — Papertigers
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Our Mission: Every child reading well and for fun!
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E-mail: editors@katha.org, Website: www.katha.org poverty, to bring them to grade-level reading through quality

1SBN-078-93-82454-65-6 books and interventions.

Devoted to enhancing the joys of reading amongst children

and adults, we work with more than 1,00,000 children in
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10% of the net proceeds from the sale of these books goes to support reading and life long learning programmes for underprivileged children.

Read with your children.
Colour their world with
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Stories and poems from “

3,500 years of literary
history.
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/ I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into \
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks
from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogy™ - a unique
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and
takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions
leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers.
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\ To know more, write to us at 300m@Akatha.org /




READ FOR FUN AND MEANING
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“[Kathal]...a special
and unique
moment in Indian
Publishing history.”

— The iconic The
Economic Times
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