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He s_tretched Iaznly shook hlmself

all over and assumlng a very grown
up air, ma]estlcally sauntered over to
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One of his little cousins asked him in a
scared voice, “What is it? We have never
seen anything like it!”

Kuttan smiled wisely and cleared his

throat, IVIrrowurr.

Of course, | know! What a question!”




Now what will I tell them — I don't

know? No way! | am not going to let

these little ones know that!







Kuttan thought, It was red then and

is yellow now. But it is the same thing]

Why can't | remember its name?
Yy




white

He was stuck. He had no

idea what to say next. And
then it hit him.




“Happiness!” he exclaimed.

“Happiness?” the kittens asked doubtfully.

“Yes. Don't you understand? They look so pretty
waving in the breeze. All that green stuff makes us
happy. Right?

The people are also happy when they see the
leaves come up.

So all the happy people without the tails and all
the happy cat people make the leaves happy too.

And then they give us these

little Happinesses.




This is a yellow Happiness.
Last year | saw a red Happiness.
Aren't they pretty?”

Now the kittens understood. “Oh look!”
they exclaimed, “Even the bees and the

butterflies like them.”
“Of course,” said Kuttan,

“Everybody loves them!”




“Loves what?”meowed a voice
behind Kuttan's shoulder.

3 [t was Ma Cat.
“Happiness,” replied one of the
K% cousins.
i : “What? Oh, you mean the flower!”
15 %ﬁ laughed Ma Cat.
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ﬁ“w;Kuttan wnshed he was

}-’jmvmble' He was so

| ashamed This was a
FLOWER‘ How could he
have forgotten7










Serene Kasim has been flitting from one breathtaking place to another and is currently in London with the School
of Oriental and African Studies pursuing an MA in South Asian Studies. She tends to scribble whilst dreaming of
saving the world.

Sonal Panse is a freelance artist and writer based in Nashik in Maharashtra. She does realistic, imaginative and
abstract artwork in a variety of media. Her work has been featured in publications in India,Australia and the United
States. She has also exhibited her paintings in London and Mumbai, and is currently working on a novel.

MKATHA

Katha is a globally recognised non-profit organization (www.katha.org) that has been working in the literacy to literature

continuum since 1988. Our nearly 30 years of experience is in publishing and education for children in poverty.

“An educational jewel in India’s crown.” — Naoyuki Shinohara, Deputy Managing Director, IMF
“Katha stands as an exemplar for all the creative projects around the world that grapple with ordinary and dramatic

misery in cifies.” — Charles Landry, The Art of City Making
“Katha has a real soft corner for kids. Which is why it ... create[s] such gorgeous picture books for children.” — Time Out

“Katha's work is driven by the idea that children can bring change to their communities that is sustainable and real, just
as the children do in [their books.]"” — Papertigers

This edition first published 2021 Our Mission: Every child reading well and for fun!
Copyright © Katha, 2007, 2021

KATHA is a registered nonprofit organization started in
Text copyright © Serene Kasim

i X 1988. We work in the literacy to literature continuum.
lllustration copyright © Katha

A3, Sarvodaya Enclave, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi 110 017
Phone: 91-11 4141 6600 . 4141 6610 and adults, we work with more than 1,00,000 children in

Devoted to enhancing the joys of reading amongst children

E-mail: editors@katha.org, Website: www.katha.org poverty, to bring them to grade-level reading through quality
1SBN-978-93-82454-65-6 books and interventions.

Al rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form without the prior written permission of the publisher.

10% of the net proceeds from the sale of these books goes to support reading and life long learning programmes for underprivileged children.
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Stories and poems from \‘
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3,500 years of literary
history.

/ I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into \
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks
from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogy™ - a unique
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and
takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

Read with your children.
Colour their world with
imagination.

Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions

leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers.
\ To know more, write to us at 300m@katha.org /




