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Once there was 



an elePHant
Who tried to use

    the telephant—



No! No! I mean 

an elephone
Who tried to use 

the tele
phone—



(Dear me! I am not 
certain quite
That even now I've 
got it right.)





However i
t was, he got 

his tr
un

k

Entangled in  th
e

te
le
ph

u
n
k
!



The more he 
tried to get it 

free,



The louder buzzed 

the 

teleph
ee



and 

teleph
ong!)

(I fear I'd better drop 
this song

Of  elepho
p  



ACT

Copy this picture of me, 
Tamasha, n a  paper as big 
as you want. Colour it with an 
many colours as you want!

ACTION!

All of us can change our world to be kinder. Did you know that you have 
the power to be a Reader-Leader?

Fact: Elephants have weak backs. When we ride on elephants, it gives 
them a lot of pain. It is like you having to carry your father around and 
around, every day.

Next time some one says, "Let's go on an elephant ride, will you remember 
me?

Your pucca friend, 
Tamasha

After Reading

Before Reading

THINK ...
What do you know about elephants. 
Do they use telephones?

ASK YOURSELF

Do you think elephants and other  
animals use telephones?

Why not?

DISCUSS

Mobiles  are bad for elephants for it 
spoils their environment.

Do you think they are bad for 
humans, too?

      Learn the 

      Story
      Pedagogy 

     Way!
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books and interventions.
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These books are specially 

made with love and care by 

the Katha team, for 5  to 12 

year olds.

They are part of our 

UntextBook Initiative, to bring 

the joy of reading through 

literature and fabulous 

artworks.

Take your child from 

wordless books to books 

with 1200 words. 

Stories and poems from 
3,500 years of literary 

history.

Read with your children. 
Colour their world with 

imagination.

I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into 
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children 
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks 

from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogyTM - a unique 
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and 

takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!  
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions 

leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers. 
To know more, write to us at 300m@katha.org

Join the 300 Million Citizens' Challenge! 
Create a world where children are 

reading for fun and meaning.
To join: 300m@katha.org 

To volunteer: volunteer@katha.org

Laura E. Richards was an American writer. In 1917, she won a Pulitzer Prize for Julia Ward 
Howe, a biography co-authored with her sisters. Her children's book Tirra Lirra won the Lewis 
Carroll Shelf Award in 1959. She died on January 14, 1943.

Rajiv Eipe draws pictures for animation films and books, and pictures himself drawing pictures 
for as long as he can draw pictures. His other hobbies include maintaining untidy workspaces 
and gazing vacantly into space at short intervals. 
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“[Katha]...a special 
and  unique 

moment in Indian 
Publishing history.”

— The iconic The 
Economic Times


