
a 300m thinkbook from Katha

Nida Fazli
Art by Various Artist



It is morning

the sky humbly bows

its head to the earth

for children are going to school...

 

Bathing itself in the stream

the sun dons itself

in a turban of spun gold

and stands smiling by the road

for children are going to school...!

 



Winds sing out blessings

on verdant green branches

jingles by fragrant flowers

wake up the sleepy paths

the shady peepul from its

corner of the old street

waves out its hands

for children are going to school...!

 



Angels of light come out

every trail is sparkling

at this moment

every pore of the earth

throbs like a mother’s heart

time sits happily

on a rundown rooftop

flying pigeons in the sky

for children are going to school

children are going to school...!

Translated from the Urdu Roshni ke farishte by Nirupama Dutt  [Muse India]. Indian Urdu poet, 
B: 1938. Nida Fazli was born on 12 October 1938, in Delhi, India into a Kashmiri family and 
attended school in Gwalior. His father was an Urdu poet. During the partition of India, his 
parents migrated to Pakistan, but Fazli decided to stay in India. 



Katha is a globally recognised non-profit organization (www.katha.org) that has been working in the literacy to literature 
continuum since 1988. Our nearly 30 years of experience is in publishing and education for children in poverty. 

“An educational jewel in India’s crown.”  — Naoyuki Shinohara, Deputy Managing Director, IMF

“Katha stands as an exemplar for all the creative projects around the world that grapple with ordinary and dramatic 
misery in cities.”    — Charles Landry, The Art of City Making 

“Katha has a real soft corner for kids. Which is why it … create[s] such gorgeous picture books for children.”     — Time Out

“Katha’s work is driven by the idea that children can bring change to their communities that is sustainable and real, just 
as the children do in [their books.]”  — Papertigers

Our Mission: Every child reading well and for fun!

KATHA is a registered nonprofit organization started in 

1988. We work in the literacy to literature continuum. 

Devoted to enhancing the joys of reading amongst children 

and adults, we work with more than 1,00,000 children in 

poverty, to bring them to grade-level reading through quality 

books and interventions.
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These books are specially 

made with love and care by 

the Katha team, for 5  to 12 

year olds.

They are part of our 

UntextBook Initiative, to bring 

the joy of reading through 

literature and fabulous 

artworks.

Take your child from 

wordless books to books 

with 1200 words. 

Stories and poems from 
3,500 years of literary 

history.

Read with your children. 
Colour their world with 

imagination.

I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into 
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children 
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks 

from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogyTM - a unique 
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and 

takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!  
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions 

leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers. 
To know more, write to us at 300m@katha.org

Join the 300 Million Citizens' Challenge! 
Create a world where children are 

reading for fun and meaning.
To join: 300m@katha.org 

To volunteer: volunteer@katha.org

Nida Fazli was born on 12 October 1938, in Delhi, India into a Kashmiri family and attended 
school in Gwalior. His father was an Urdu poet. During the partition of India, his parents 
migrated to Pakistan, but Fazli decided to stay in India. 

Ludmilla Chakrabarty was born in Russia. After her marriage, Ludmilla is pursuing a career 
here in India as an artist and a book illustrator, as well as a writer of children’s stories.

Indu Harikumar has studied both fashion and history. She stumbled into the world of picture 
books by chance. A Mumbai-based prolific blogger, she has written and illustrated for various 
publishing houses - NGOs, government bodies and MNCs. She enjoys upcycling trash and calls 
herself a fabric fiend.
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“[Katha]...a special 
and  unique 

moment in Indian 
Publishing history.”

— The iconic The 
Economic Times


