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“The roof of our school is

leaking,” Shanno’s teacher said,

looking worried.

“Let’s collect money,
for a new roof!” Why
don’t we organise a

mela this time?




This way we will all have
fun and collect money at the

Each one of us can same time,” Shanno said.

bring something to sell.

Everyone thought it

was a great idea!




Ahmed’s Abba, who was a

potter, promised to make a

Sita’s mother said she would

make jalebis for the fair.
lot of earthen toys.
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And Shanno?

“I have no time to make
anything,” said her mother.
“Can you make something on

your own, child?”

Shanno thought
and thought.

She wondered what she

could take for the mela.
Then she had an ideal!
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And ...
That night, as a thin, friendly moon
peeped into Shanno’s house, it saw her

sitting on her charpai, cutting paper.
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She didn’t know this, but the
moon that had peeped into her

room, had sent in a little magic.

The next morning, with a hundred

coloured paper elephants packed
into her school bag, Shanno That’s what had helped
skipped to school. Shanno make a hundred

elephants all in one night!




And now that same magic had

given the elephants wings.

Soon the sky was full of

dancing, prancing elephants.

After seeing so many
elephants in the air, little
Sita said, “Teacher’s

going to be very angry.”




Of course the teacher

was upset and angry.

She said sternly, Who'll come to

. . ur mela now?”
“First you don’t brmg ° ©

anything to sell in the
fair, on top of it your
| elephants are up there

Two fat tears rolled down

hiding the sun! from Shanno’s eyes.




He said, “Who would have
come to a small mela held
by a small school in a small

village anyway?”

o

Suddenly, “Look! Look!”
shouted Sita “So many
people are coming

towards our village!”




They were looking very

“We saw
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The strangers said

happy and cheerjul.

your elephants floating in




The mela was, of

course, a big success!

“Now we can get

our new roof.

When can you sell us the new
tiles?” Teacher asked Ahmed’s
Abba, as she tweaked Shanno’s

long plaits, smiling at her.

And Shanno’s elephants?

Well, I saw one flying in
the sky the other day.

Haven’t you?
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un Jacts!

Shanno’s light, coloured paper elephants flew into the

sky one by one, but can elephants really fly?

Elephants flap their ears to

keep themselves cool.

Did you know?

Elephants are the
largest known mammals

to walk the earth!

With their trunks, elephants can
An elephant can weigh lift up huge logs of wood, as well

anywhere between 3-5 tons! as, the smallest objects, like this

small peal
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Join the dots from 1 to 27
and colour the animal. Then
ful in the names of the body

parts of this animal.
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Geeta Dharmarajan belongs to Tanjavur, a district of Tamil Nadu. A writer for children, she
started Katha in 1988. She has received many awards, including the Padma Shri for her work in
literature and education.

With over 100 children’s books under his belt, Atanu Roy has devoted much of his creative
prowess to children’s literature. Roy’s use of bold colours and vivid details, capture the hearts and
eyes of his readers. It’s no surprise then that Roy, who once worked as a political cartoonist for
India Today, has won awards like the Children’s Choice Award for Book Illustrations and the
IBBY Certificate of Honour for Illustrations. His studio is located in Gurgaon.
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Read with your children.
Colour their world with
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Stories and poems from
3,500 years of literary
history.
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/ I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into \
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks
from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogy™ - a unique
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and
takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions
leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers.
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READ FOR FUN AND MEANING

“[Kathal]...a special

and unique
moment in Indian
Publishing history.”

— The iconic The
Economic Times
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