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Vyankatesh Madgulkar
Retold by Keerti Ramachandra
Art by Sujata Chopra



It was the month of Ashadh, the month

-

i /\ ~ of rain 1n our wadi.
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But that July there was no rain,

{ we played lagori. ','
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Suddenly,
Nilu stopped.
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Al WILL I'T
DO TRICKS
FOR US?

MAY BE IT IS
THE CIRCUS
CAMEL?
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(** As 1t came closer ...
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IT LOOKS LIKEA £, )
| PILE OF LAGOORI |
: STONES, WILL IT \ ,
~( FALL IF ITOUCH Y .

We were excited |
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but the camel - ’
.
looked pale and ' 3 ;
tired. i
COME

TAW TAW...
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e et Tt slowly followed Nilu to
\ \ ", y g o
! R ~ =™ the village. < b "
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LOOK! -~
WE FOUND
A CAMEL! J
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Nilu had e — e TS
stopped near @ E | [ brought a shirt full | E
-v"“'
the temple ... IT LOOKS WEAK. of peanuts. -
GIVE IT SOME- E - :
—_—

THING TO EAT N _ N




The camel sniffed at the

nuts and turned away. y s - ";. 4 3\\
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IT IS NOT A g (XA .f ,

MONKEY THAT IT \ . | 2

- | WILL EAT PEANUTS. | PEEPAL LEAVES? A

(3 GET PEEPAL BUT THERE ARE g
T LEAVES. NO TREES IN OUR

WADI.



RAJA BABA, EAT
SOMETHING. WILL
YOU HAVE WATER?

. | l : ; }
_| The camel did not - — . No sooner had Nilu said so,
) | even sniff at the grass. »e 1: ~| that it began to rain. .
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3 . . _ \ IT IS SICK BECAUSE
= D U 7 N A~ Wi —/ > . OF THE RAIN. IF IT
R, ., e / ' DIES, WE’LL GET

° INTO TROUBLE.
DRIVE IT OFF!

IT IS SICK. IT IS
FROTHING AT THE
MOUTH!



= =

s The rain had stopped. Cold and - e
| scared, the camel left the village. . . -
We followed him. N
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THERE ARE PENS AND SHELTERS
FOR THE SHEEP, GOATS AND
DOGS. PEOPLE HAVE HOMES - BUT
NOTHING FOR THE POOR CAMEL!
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IT IS SHIVERING. I WISH

Suddenly the poor camel e I COULD FOLD IT UP
Y - AND TAKE IT HOME.

slumped to the ground like a i

rainsoaked roof. LOOK AT ITS EYES. I

THINK IT IS DEAD.

SOMEONE,
DO SOMETHING!

[ started crying.Others

- | were unhappy too.
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We sat there for a long time not

knowing what to do?

WHAT USE ARE WE? OUR
VILLAGE? WE COULD

NOT EVEN HELP A POOR
CAMEL.
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Vyankatesh Madgulkar (1927-2001) was one of the most popular and well-known Marathi writers of his time.
He became well-known mainly for his realistic writings about village life in a part of southern Maharashtra called
Maandesh. He wrote in many difterent ways. He wrote nearly 40 screenplays for films. He also wrote several folk
plays. He attempted a Marathi version of Fiddler on the Roof. He translated books, especially wild life books, from
English to Marathi. He wrote essays on his travels, nature and interesting people he had read about, like Richard
Burton, the British traveller

Keerti Ramachandra has an MA in literature and an MPhil in linguistics. She has taught in schools and colleges
in India and abroad. The editor of Visions-R evisions, a collection of award winning translations, she is the assistant
director of Katha Vilasam.

A graduate of the College of Art, Delhi, Sujasha Das Gupta has worked as a freelance illustrator for children’s

books for many years. She lives and works in Delhi.

MKATHA

Katha is a globally recognised non-profit organization (www.katha.org) that has been working in the literacy to literature
continuum since 1988. Our nearly 30 years of experience is in publishing and education for children in poverty.

“An educational jewel in India’s crown.” — Naoyuki Shinohara, Deputy Managing Director, IMF
“Katha stands as an exemplar for all the creative projects around the world that grapple with ordinary and dramatic

misery in cities.” — Charles Landry, The Art of City Making
“Katha has a real soft corner for kids. Which is why it ... create(s] such gorgeous picture books for children.” — Time Out

Stories and poems from
3,500 years of literary
history.
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/ I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into \
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks
from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogy™ - a unique
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and
takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

“Katha's work is driven by the idea that children can bring change to their communities that is sustainable and real, just
as the children do in [their books.]"” — Papertigers

This edition first published 2021 Our Mission: Every child reading well and for fun!

Copyright © Katha, 2021

Text copyright © ???
lllustrations copyright © Katha

A3, Sarvodaya Enclave, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi 110 017 Devoted to enhancing the joys of reading amongst children i
Phone: 91-11 4141 6600 . 4141 6610 and adults, we work with more than 1,00,000 children in

E-mail: editors@katha.org, Website: www.katha.org poverty, to bring them to grade-level reading through quality
1SBN-978-93-82454-65-6 books and interventions.

Read with your children.
Colour their world with
imagination.

KATHA is a registered nonprofit organization started in

1988. We work in the literacy to literature continuum.
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Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions
leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers.

r: \ To know more, write to us at 300m@Akatha.org /

Al rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form without the prior written permission of the publisher.

10% of the net proceeds from the sale of these books goes to support reading and life long learning programmes for underprivileged children.
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READ FOR FUN AND MEANING

“[Kathal]...a special

and unique
moment in Indian
Publishing history.”

— The iconic The
Economic Times

A SPACESHIp
CALLED EARTH

Zl') for children

a katha book

1SBN-978-93-88284-81-3
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