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Gup-Gupangdas
loved to talk. He
could very easily
tell one story after
another.

His friends teased him. “Hey,
why don’t you go tell the
Emperor a story? He might
even give you a reward!”




Gup-Gupangdas decided to go to
the Emperor’s court.

At the court, he said to the
Emperor, “O Emperor, please allow
me to speak of the strange things
happening in your land.”

The Emperor was surprised.
He asked, “Why? What are the strange
things happening in my land?”
“Huzoor, my shoe has run away!”
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“Your shoe has run away!”

the Emperor looked shocked.

“Yes! Last night, | fell asleep
while polishing my shoes.

Suddenly, | heard the polished shoe
quarrelling with the unpolished one.

When | scolded the polished shoe,
it put on my coat and walked out.”

The Emperor
listened on, knowing

it was only a story.




“l wore my
other shoe and
went in search
of the unfaithful
one. | ran after it.

| ran here
and there and

An old woman was coming my

everywhere.

Finally, I stood way. | told her my story. She gave
me her donkey and said, “Son, my
donkey is old and wounded. But

you can take him along.”

on a pot and
looked in all
directions.




| set out with my new
companion in search of the |
runaway shoe.

“Can you cure my donkey?”
J asked Kokkara Ko.

Then, | saw a He gave me a peanut

rooster, Kokkara saying, “Burn this.
Ko, ploughing the Then apply the ash on

zamindar’s fields. the donkey’s wounds.”



[ did that, and sat down
to rest. Soon, the donkey
began to hum.

Suddenly, a plant came
out of the ash that had
spilled on the ground.
Soon it had grown into a

huge, big tree.

There were
watermelons
hanging from the
tree. | wanted to
eat one, but did
not know how to
get it.




The donkey and | thought
hard. Finally, we came up
with a plan. | sat on a big
stone. The donkey gave it
a hard kick which sent me
flying ... and | landed on
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the tree.

The melons were huge.
| managed to cut one.
But my knife fell into the
melon. | had to jump into
the watermelon to take
my knife out.



There | found a man, looking for

something.
| said, “Sir have you seen my
knife?”

“Don’t disturb me!’ he said, “I
have lost forty camels in here!”

That scared me. | found a
ladder and somehow got out of

the watermelon.




From the top of the tree,
| looked down ... and saw
my shoe was running away
with my donkeu.

So | ran after them and
caught them.

And now, | present
my only shoe to
you, Your Majesty.”
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The Emperor had never had He gave Gup-Gupangdas a pair
so much fun in his life! of embroidered, satin shoes.
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What more could
Gup-Gupangas wish for!
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Weave a tale

Gup-Gupangdas won a prize with

his tall tale. Now you take a flight of
imagination, take all the characters
given on these pages and make a
story that’s your very own.

Old woman

L-:_ Juicy watermelon

Satin shoe W
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Sujata Singh is an artist and a visual arts teacher. She has worked as a designer and illustrator

on many children’s books, and has also held several exhibitions of her work in India and abroad.
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MKATHA

Katha is a globally recognised non-profit organization (www.katha.org) that has been working in the literacy to literature

continuum since 1988. Our nearly 30 years of experience is in publishing and education for children in poverty.

“An educational jewel in India’s crown.” — Naoyuki Shinohara, Deputy Managing Director, IMF
“Katha stands as an exemplar for all the creative projects around the world that grapple with ordinary and dramatic

misery in cities.” — Charles Landry, The Art of City Making
“Katha has a real soft corner for kids. Which is why it ... create[s] such gorgeous picture books for children.” — Time Out

“Katha's work is driven by the idea that children can bring change to their communities that is sustainable and real, just

Stories and poems from
as the children do in [their books.]” — Papertigers

3,500 years of literary
history.
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/ I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into \
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks
from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogy™ - a unique
-- — ; . pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and
% : takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

This edition first published 2021
Copyright © Katha, 1994, 2021

Our Mission: Every child reading well and for fun!

Read with your children.
Colour their world with
imagination.

KATHA is a registered nonprofit organization started in
Text copyright © Geeta Dharmarajan 1988. We work in the literacy to literature continuum.
lllustrations copyright © Katha Devoted to enhancing the joys of reading amongst children

A3, Sarvodaya Enclave, Sri Aurobindo Marg, New Delhi 110 017 and adults, we work with more than 1,00,000 children in
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Phone: 91-11 4141 6600 . 4141 6610 poverty, to bring them to grade-level reading through quality
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E-mail: editors@katha.org, Website: www.katha.org books and interventions. :
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Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-

Al rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form without the prior written permission of the publisher. s profit/and privatelschooisiheselare|F2F (Face.to Face) Wor shopslsUpportad|by online sessions
L ]

10% of the net proceeds from the sale of these books goes to support reading and life long learning programmes for underprivileged children. leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers.

P \ To know more, write to us at 300m@Akatha.org /
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READ FOR FUN AND MEANING
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“[Kathal]...a special
and unique
moment in Indian
Publishing history.”

&P for children
1SBN-078-93-88284-81-3
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a katha book
www.katha.org

— The iconic The
Economic Times
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