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I ong, long ago, there was excitement in
Brahmalok. Brahma’s son, Atharvan was

getting married to Devi.

Three years later, Devi was to have a baby
Atharvan was overjoyed. “Give me a son
to carry on the name of my family,” said

Atharvan, smiling at his wife.

Devi nodded her head shyly. But Devi was
worried. At last, “How can I promise you a boy
child?” she asked Atharvan.



Atharvan went to Brahma, his father, and
said, “You are the Creator of All Things. Tell

Devi that she must give me a son.”

Brahma smiled. “Dear child” he said. “Even

[ cannot say that a child growing inside its

mother should be a boy or a girl. How can

Devi?” “She carries the child in her womb”™,
said Atharvan, firmly. “Child,” said Brahma,
gently. “Leam the BrihatVeda. Come!”




All living things on Earth

are made up of small units of
R te st s G D R e e life called cells. A cell is smaller than the
the Brahmachakra which showed things that :

smallest grain of sand you can find.
no human being can see without magic eyes.

They saw this moving picture of the inside of There are difterent types of cells. Skin cells. Skin cells form
a human body. our skin. Bone cells form bones. We also have brain cells,

blood cells, finger nail cells, and so on.



This is a Microscope. It makes

small things big enough to see!

You can’t see cells without a

microscope!

In each human cell there are 23 pairs of thin
threads called CHROMOSOMES. These make a
child take after its parents.

Of these 23 pairs, one pair is special. It is made up
of two X chromosomes in women. Men have one
X and oneY chromosome. Now, Atharvan asked,

“That means I have X andY chromosomes in

my body, while Devi has only X chromosomes?”

“Yes,” said Brahma, nodding his head.“See on.”




When a man and a woman come together, the man’s
seeds are placed inside the woman. Each seed is a special
cell called a SPERM. A sperm is smaller than the thinnest
ray of sunlight you can find. Every month, a woman’s
body also makes one special cell called the egg. When a

sperm happens to join the egg inside the woman’s body, a

When an X-sperm
reaches the egg inside
the mother, a girl is

new cell 1s made.

This 1s the baby.

The baby has taken one sex chromosome from the

mother, and one from the father.

When aY-sperm reaches the egg inside the mother, a boy

1s made.



If it so happens that the X chromosome joins the | “It means that I am

egg, the baby is a girl. Atharvan stopped the story responsible for whether my

again to say, A baby boy needs one X and oneY child is a boy or a girl. Only

chromosome! But a woman has noY chromosome!” I have theY chromosome

“You are a good pupil, Atharvan,” said Brahma. But o to give to the child,” he

reaches the egg inside Y\

wemotver.aaris - said, softly. “Atharvan, this

Atharvan was looking at Devi.

% is true for all human beings.

It 1s the father who makes a

child a girl or a boy. This is
the BrihatVeda. May your
children never forget this!”

said Brahma.

Many years ago, we lost the Brihat Veda. Scientists have

rediscovered it today. Now that you know it, will you

share this most special veda with everyone!

When a Y-sperm reaches the
egg inside the mother, a boy is made,
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/ I Love Reading Library is a unique series of books that brings new and diffident readers into \
reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children
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“Katha's work is driven by the idea that children can bring change to their communities that is sustainable and real, just
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