


It glowed.

It felt warm like the sun.

| O ne day when
Jishnu, the
Sarpanch of Vikaspur,

was going to his fields,

he found a stone.




“I am the Sun God,” a

mysterious voice boomed.

“Make a wish!”

Jishnu had no sons.
“I want a son,” he said.

And promptly Jishnu’s

stomach began to grow!




“Me? Me?” spluttered
Jishnu the Sarpanch.

“I don’t want a son!”

“You don’t?” asked

the Voice.

“No, no, I... men don’t have

babies!” mumbled Jishnu.

Sun God chuckled and said,
“Vishnu became Mohini
to have a baby. Now, it’s

Jishnu’s turn!”



The news of Jishnu’s

pregnancy spread like

wildfive!

“What a fuss you made

when you had little
Meetu,” Jishnu told his

wife, Ranu.



But as months went by,
Jishnu began to wonder
how Ranu had done all
the housework when she

was pregnant.

“I'm sure I'm

going to die!”

Jishnu moaned.




He called the Vikaspur
Panchayat. The town doctor

was also invited.

An elder got up to say, “Every
day, hundreds of women
...er....people die during
childbirth. Let our Sarpanch

be saved!”

Jishnu promised himself that

he would not die.



As Jishnu grew

bigg€Y and

biggel

a strange thing happened.

For the first time he
noticed how many women

were pregnant!

And as Jishnu ate and
rested often, like the

doctor had ordered, he

had a great idea!




A COMMUNITY KITCHEN
FOR ALL PREGNANT
WOMEN OF VIKASPUR!

“Our children must be born
healthy! From now, all
pregnant women shall eat
in the Vikaspur Kitchen,” he

ordered. “And no fasting for

pregnant women!”




Jishnu even helped the Vikaspur And Jishnu, who was terrified of
Mahila Mandal start a Dai Fund, to injections, even went for an anti-

pay for the dai. tetanus injection, taking a

“No baby shall be born in Vikaspur ‘,@@ tractor full of women

without a dai!” Jishnu said. B with him to get the

injections too!



So it came to pass that
that year all the babies
were born alive and

healthy in Vikaspur.

People all over India
heard about Jishnu.
Newspapers said he was

the best Sarpanch!



At last, Jishnu’s BIG day came ... “I’'m a mother! A father!”

“Vhee...e... VHEEEE...ee!” shouted Jishnu. “My son!”



“Well,” said the doctor

softly, “it’s a girl.”

Jishnu was

shocked!

The god had tricked him!




“We’ll get hold of
that Sun God and get
you a son!” said the

Panchayat members.

Jishnu looked at them.
They looked determined.
What if they found Sun
God? What if he became

pregnant again?




“A son? A daughter? How
does it matter?” said
Jishnu the Sarpanch in his
grandest voice.

“The God made me
understand that the
difference between a son
and a daughter is the one

we create.”

Jishnu grinned at Ranu.

Ranu grinned back,

HAPPILY.
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Read with your children.
Colour their world with
imagination.
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reading fluently. With high-quality content and design to match the learning needs of children
who are at different reading levels, it brings together the finest literary creations and artworks
from India and the world. Our books manifest Geeta Dharmarajan's StoryPedagogy™ - a unique
pedagogical model, which promotes the joy of reading specially for first-generation readers, and
takes the child into the fascinating world of BIG Ideas and TA-DAA!
(Think, Ask, Discuss, Act and Achieve).

Katha's Holistic Early Learning (KHEL!) Lab offers workshops to teachers in government, non-
profit and private schools. These are F2F (Face-to-Face) workshops supported by online sessions
leading to a "Reading Teachers' Certificate" for teachers, school administrators and volunteers.
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READ FOR FUN AND MEANING
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“[Kathal]...a special
and unique
moment in Indian

— The iconic The
Economic Times
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